
THE MIRACLE SEASON 
 
The gymnasium at lowa city west High school was rarely quiet . The echo of volleyballs 
striking the polished floor mixed with laughter, encouragement, and the sharp whistle of 
coach Bresnahan. The team had built a reputation as one of the strongest volleyball 
programs in the state , and every practice reflected that reputation . The players moved 
quickly across the court , diving for serves , practicing their serves , and calling out 
plays to each other with determination . The sound of sneakers sliding against the floor 
and the rhythm of the ball being passed from one player to another created an 
atmosphere filled with energy and purpose .  
 
At the center of this energy stood Caroline Found , known to everyone simply as line . 
Her enthusiasm was contagious . She had a way of lifting the mood of an entire room 
with a smile or a joke . More importantly , she possessed a natural leadership that 
united her teammates both on and off the court . From the moment she stepped into the 
gym, it felt as though the entire room became brighter . Line had a natural ability to lift 
the spirits of those around her . Whether she was cheering loudly after a teammate 
scored a point or joking with friends during a short break in practice .  
 
Line was more than just a talented athlete . She possessed a rare combination of skill , 
leadership, and kindness that made her the heart of the team . As the team's captain , 
she understood that her role was not only to play well but also to inspire others . She 
constantly encouraged her teammates , reminding them that mistakes were simply 
opportunities to improve . Whenever someone felt discouraged, Line was always the 
first to offer support and motivation .  
 
Her positive attitude spread throughout the entire team. Even during the most 
exhausting practices , when players felt tired and frustrated , LIne found a way to keep 
everyone focused and optimistic . She believed that success in volleyball came not only 
from individual talent but from trust , teamwork , and determination .  
 
For Line, volleyball was more than just a sport played after school . It was a place where 
friendships were strengthened , confidence was built , and challenges were faced 
together . The court was where the team learned to rely on one another and push 
themselves beyond their limits .  
 
As the new season approached , excitement filled the gym . The players knew that the 
coming months would bring intense competition , but with Line leading them , they felt 
ready to face whatever challenges lay ahead . None of them could have imagined how 
much their strength and unity would soon be tested .   



Line's closest friend on the team was Kelly Fliehler . The two shared a bond that went 
far beyond volleyball . They spent countless hours together not only during practice but 
also outside of school , studying , laughing, and talking about their future goals . Their 
friendship was built on trust , loyalty , and a deep understanding of one another . 
Whenever Kelly felt nervous before a big match , Line was always there to calm her 
down and remind her of how capable she truly was .  
 
During practices and games , their connection on the court was easy to notice . They 
communicated almost without thinking , anticipating each other's movements and 
supporting one another through every play. Kelley often admired how effortlessly Line 
could bring people together . When tensions rose during difficult practices or when 
mistakes happened during a game , Line always found the right words to keep the team 
united .  
 
Coach Bresnahan valued this quality greatly . She believed that a team's strength did 
not  only come from physical ability but also from the relationships between players . 
Line demonstrated that belief perfectly . Her leadership was not strict or demanding . 
Instead , it was built on encouragement , kindness , and trust .  
 
Line never acted as though she was more important than the rest of the team . She 
celebrated everyone's success equally  and reminded her teammates that volleyball 
was a collective effort . Every player mattered , and every contribution helped the team 
move forward .  
 
Because of her  personality , the team felt more like a family than simply a group of 
athletes . They supported each other in school , helped one another through challenges 
, and personal struggles . The bond between them grew stronger with every practice 
and every match .  
 
 
With Line guiding them and their friendship keeping them united , the players believed 
they were ready for anything the season might bring .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 When the volleyball season finally began , excitement filled the entire school . Students 
,parents,and teachers gathered in the gymnasium to watch the first games , eager to 
see the talented Iowa City West team compete once again . The energy in the crowd 
matched the determination of the players on the court .  
 
 
From the first serve , it was clear that the team had strong potential . Their movements 
were coordinated , their communication was sharp , and their teamwork made them 
difficult to defeat . Line guided the team with confidence , setting up plays and 
encouraging everyone to stay focused .  
 
 
During matches , her voice could always be heard above the noise of the crowd . She 
called out positions , warned teammates about incoming spikes, and celebrated every 
point scored by the team . Even when the opposing team managed to gain a few points 
, Line remained calm and reminded everyone to stay determined .  
 
 
 The players trusted her leadership completely . Kelly, in particular, felt reassured 
whenever  line was beside her on the court . She knew that as long as they worked 
together, they could overcome any challenge during the match .  
 
 
The team quickly began collecting victories . Each win strengthened their confidence 
and reminded them of the hard work they had put into preparing for the season . Their 
coach was proud of their dedication and often reminded them that success came from 
discipline and teamwork .  
 
 
For the players , every game felt like another step toward their ultimate goal ; reaching 
the state championship once again. With strong skills,supportive friendships , and a 
captain who inspired them all , the future of the season looked incredibly bright .  
 
 
 
None of them realized that their journey would soon take a heartbreaking turn that 
would test their strength in ways they had never imagined .  
 



One evening , after spending time with friends and enjoying a typical day , Line rode her 
scooter home along familiar streets . It was a quiet night , and nothing seemed unusual 
about the moment . For Line, it was simply another normal evening in a life filled with 
school , volleyball, and laughter .  
 
 
But tragedy can appear without warning .  
 
 
On her way home , Line was involved in a terrible accident that would change the lives 
of everyone who knew her . The news spread quickly the next morning, bringing shock 
and disbelief to the entire community .  
 
 
At school , students gathered in small groups , whispering in confusion and sadness. 
Many of them struggled to believe what they heard . Teachers tried to comfort their  
classes , but the news was too painful to fully understand .  
 
 
For the volleyball team , the loss was almost impossible to accept . Just the day before, 
they had been practicing together , laughing , and planning their next match . Now their 
captain , their friend , and the person who had brought so much energy to their team 
was suddenly gone .  
 
 
Kelly felt the loss deeply . She could hardly imagine stepping onto the volleyball court 
without Line beside her . The gym , which had once felt like a place of excitement and 
joy , suddenly seemed quiet and empty .  
 
 
The entire school community mourned the loss of a young person who had brought so 
much positivity to everyone around her. Students placed flowers, notes , and volleyballs 
in her memory , creating a space where people could express their grief and support 
one another .  
 
 
It was a moment that no one had expected , and the sadness that followed would leave 
a lasting scar on the team and the entire school . 
 
 



In the days that followed the tragedy , the atmosphere at Iowa City West High school 
was filled with sadness . Hallways that were normally loud with conversations became 
quiet as students tried to process what had happened . Many teachers paused their 
lessons to allow students to talk about their feelings and support one another .  
 
 
The volleyball team gathered together , struggling to understand how their season could 
continue without their captain . Every memory of practice , every shared joke, and every 
victory reminded them of Line's presence .  
 
 
For Kelly, the loss felt especially heavy . line had been more than a teammate ; she had 
been a best friend who always knew how to offer encouragement . The thought of 
playing volleyball without her seemed almost impossible .  
 
 
Coach Bresnahan also felt the weight of the tragedy . She had watched Line grow as 
both a player and a leader over the years . Seeing the team so devastated broke her 
heart , but she knew they would eventually need strength to move forward .  
 
 
During a team meeting , emotions filled the room. Some players cried openly, while 
others sat silently , unsure how to express their grief . Everyone felt the same painful 
emptiness . 
 
 
Yet in the middle of their sadness , the players also remembered something important 
about Line ; her endless positivity . She had always encouraged them to stay strong , 
work hard, and support each other no matter what challenges they faced .  
 
 
Those memories slowly began to shape an important question for the team; how could 
they honor their friend and continue the season she had loved so much ?  
 
 
The answer would not come easily , but it would eventually lead them to discover a 
strength they never knew they had .  
  
 
 



In the days following Lines passing , the volleyball team faced a difficult question that 
none of them had expected to ask. Should they continue the season , or should they 
stop playing altogether ? For many of the players, stepping back onto the court felt 
almost impossible . The gym reminded them too much of the friend they had lost .  
 
 
Every corner of the volleyball court held a memory . The place where Line usually stood 
while serving , the bench where she laughed with her teammates during breaks , and 
the spot near the net where she celebrated big points - all of it now felt painfully empty .  
 
 
Some players believed that continuing the season would be too difficult . Volleyball had 
been something they shared with Line , and playing without her seemed wrong . Kelly 
especially struggled with this thought . She could not imagine competing without hearing 
Line's voice cheering her on .  
 
 
Coach Bresnahan listened carefully as the players shared their feelings. She 
understood their grief and never tried to rush them into making a decision . However , 
she also reminded them of the kind of person Line had been .  
 
 
Line had always loved volleyball . She had always believed in the team and their ability 
to overcome challenges . Coach Bresnahan gently suggested that perhaps the best way 
to honor their friend was not by giving up but by continuing to play with the same 
passion that line had shown every day .  
 
 
The idea slowly began to change the way the players thought about the season . Maybe 
volleyball did not have to be a painful reminder of loss . Maybe it could become 
something more meaningful , a way to celebrate the life and spirit of their captain .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Eventually , the team made their decision . They could continue the season.  
 
 
 
Returning to practice was not easy . The first time they stepped back into the gym 
together, the silence felt heavier than ever. Without Line's laughter and encouragement , 
the court seemed unfamiliar.  
 
 
 
During drills , some players struggled to focus . Simple mistakes happened more often, 
and frustration quickly appeared. The team was not only dealing with physical 
exhaustion from practice but also the emotional weight of grief.  
 
 
Coach Bresnahan pushed them gently but firmly . She reminded them that improvement 
required patience and effort. While she understood their sadness,she also believed they 
were capable of finding their strength again. 
 
 
Kelly tried especially hard to stay focused. Whenever she felt overwhelmed, she 
remembered how Line had always encouraged her to keep going, even after difficult 
moments during games.  
 
 
 
Slowly, practice began to feel more natural again. The players started communicating 
more clearly and supporting one another the way Line had always encouraged them to 
do.  
 
 
 
Although the pain of loss was still present, the team began to realize that being together 
on the court could help them heal. Volleyball was no longer only about competition - it 
had become a symbol of their friendship and their determination to move forward.  
 
 
 
 
 



As the season continued , the players began to rediscover their confidence. They 
understood that if they wanted to honor Line's memory,they needed to play with the 
same energy and determination she had always shown .  
 
 
 
Kelly slowly stepped into a stronger leadership role. While she knew she never replace 
Line, she tried to carry forward the positivity that her friend had always shared with the 
team. Although it was hard for her taking her best friends role , she still did it for the 
better .  
 
 
 
During games, the team was now stronger with a passion , the players communicated 
clearly . Every point felt meaningful,and every victory felt like a tribute to their teammate 
. They knew they had to do this for Line because if Line was here she would have 
wanted them to keep going forward till they reach their goal , as hard as it was for 
everyone they still did it for their friend .  
 
 
 
The community also began showing their support. Students filled the stands during 
matches , cheering loudly and wearing ribbons in memory of Line. Parents and teachers 
encouraged the team, reminding them how proud everyone was of their courage.  
 
 
 
This support gave players new motivation. They realized that their journey was not only 
about volleyball but also about resilience and unity. They had to keep going , they had 
came so far till now but now they keep going forward strong and stronger .  
 
 
 
Each game became another step forward-not just toward a championship but toward 
healing as a team. Now they knew their goal so there was no going back now .  
 
 
 
 
 



As the season progressed , the team began winning more matches. Their teamwork 
improved,and their confidence grew stronger with every game showing them how 
persistent they can be if they wanted to win.  
 
 
Practices became more intense as the state tournament approached. Coach Bresnahan 
focused on sharpening their skills and strengthening their strategy. Every serve ,Every 
pass ,and spike was practiced repeatedly until the players felt prepared for the 
challenges ahead.  
 
 
The team understood the upcoming games would not be easy. Many talented teams 
were competing for the championship, and the pressure was high, but they strong 
mentally and physically prepared for the games.  
 
 
Yet something had changed within the Iowa City West players. Their determination now 
came from something deeper than the desire to win.  
 
 
They were playing for their friend  
 
 
During difficult moments in matches, they reminded each other of Line's 
 positive attitude and fearless energy . instead of giving up when they fell behind, they  
pushed harder .  
 
 
 
Their resilience surprised even themselves. What had once felt like an impossible 
season was slowly transforming into something remarkable . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The state championship game was the most intense match of the season. The 
gymnasium was filled with cheering fans , all watching as the two teams fought for 
victory .  
 
Every point required focus, teamwork, and determination. The players moved quickly 
across the court, diving for saves and celebrating every successful play. 
 
 
 
The match was close , and the pressure was enormous. Yet the Iowa City West team 
refused to give up . They remembered everything they had been through during the 
season and how far they had come together.  
 
 
 
With courage and teamwork , they managed to score the final points needed to win the 
championship . 
 
 
 
When the whistle blew, the players realized what they had accomplished. Tears filled 
their eyes as they celebrated their victory, knowing that the season had been about far 
more than a trophy.  
 
 
 
They had faced tragedy , supported one another through grief , and discovered strength 
they never knew they possessed.  
 
 
 
Their journey became known as a miracle not because it was easy  but because it 
showed the incredible power of friendship,resilience , and hope.  
 
 
Although Line was no longer physically with them, her spirit remained part of the team 
forever. Every victory, every memory, and every lesson learned during that season 
carried her legacy forward.  
 

THE END .  



 


